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G-20 Assignment
Question 1
According to my view the protestors expected the treatment they received. The Canadian Charter rights guarantee every citizen in the nation the freedom for expression. However, when the protest nature turns into violence, the authorities should intervene to ensure the public is safe. In the 2010, G-20 conference held in Toronto, Canada, there were massive protests of the citizens with different agendas. In the process, a gang of black bloc (a group of anarchists wearing black clothes and masks) joined the protests which turned in to violence. Another example is when four men had climbed through the sewer system to the lock down area where the leaders of the G-20 nations were hosted. In such a case, Section 495 of Canadian charter rights guarantees the police the right to arrest protestors.
Question 2
Public Works Protection Act provides a peace officer or a guard appointed through the Act the right to inquire personal details if individuals entering in a public work. Public municipal building and any other area preserved for public meeting is also put under scrutiny. According to the Canadian charter, Public work entails any highway, bridge, and canal construction (Jean-Marc, 2017). The Act key provision is enshrined in the section 3 of the Canadian charter. In addition the Act provided the authority with the rights to inspect and arrest protestors without warrant. In the G-20 conference, the authorities frisked citizens who ventured the region of the summit. 


Question 3
In the interview, Chief Bill Blair gave the following justification for allowing acts vandalism at Queen St. and Yonge St. Firstly, the then chief of police said the police had to give people their rights as guaranteed in section 1 of the constitution (Steve, 2018). Furthermore, he insisted the protests started peacefully before they turned to aggressive attacks. In the same interview, hosted by Steve Pakin, Bill Blair said the authorities arrested all protestors including the peaceful protestors since it was hard to distinguish between violent protestors and peaceful ones (Steve, 2018). The chief of police argued that it was a strategy to mitigate the breach of peace in the region. In my opinion, aggressive nature of the protest, Bill Blair was right to order the authorities to take the action to reduce the damages. Furthermore, after deep scrutiny, the special investigators failed to account the police to wrong doings
Question 4
According to section 495 of the Canadian constitution, the police are allowed to arrest the violent protestors or anyone who risked the lives of other citizen. The rationale behind this is that when a citizen is exercising his or her freedom, he or she should also let the other citizens to enjoy their rights. In my opinion, the authorities were justified to do the massive arrests. The protestors who were fighting the police and vandalizing the public property were supposed to be arrested. For instance, Bryon Sonne was arrested before the summit and there was enough proof that he had offered instructions through online means on how to breach peace during the G-20 conference.
Question 5
Despite the police authority keeping the violence at bay, the police violated the charter rights of the peaceful protestors. For instance, for the over 1100 protestors who were arrested, only 20 of them were charged guilty and the rest were released free. In addition, there were six cases of police who were charged for allegedly injuring peaceful protestors. Moreover, the police were alleged of handling the protest scenario in a rough manner. The protestors who were arrested were kept in an inhumane makeshift prison. 
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